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OFF-CAMPUS
PROGRAMS
Cornerstone University’s Off-Campus Study Programs provide students the opportunity to broaden and deepen their educational
experience to further prepare them to impact the kingdom for Christ. Cornerstone’s commitment to and policies for off-campus
programs are driven by two guiding principles:
§§ Study-abroad programs that immerse students in a foreign culture are some of the most valuable, life-changing educational
experiences that a student can have.
§§ Cross-cultural study that occurs in a Christian context and is motivated from a Christian worldview is the most meaningful kind
of semester-abroad experience. Therefore, Cornerstone University seeks to give priority in financial aid support and student
selection to cross-cultural programs that share its Christian mission and educational perspective.
Interested students are encouraged to review the following information and consider the impact of an off-campus program
on their overall educational program and make adjustments in their schedules and financial planning early on. Students should
always confer with the Registrar’s Office in determining course equivalencies prior to enrollment in the program, as well as
discuss with their faculty advisor how the study-abroad courses will fit into their program of study at Cornerstone.

SHORT-TERM STUDY TRIPS
Each year, Cornerstone faculty members lead a variety of short-term study trips during Jterm or Summer term. This is a great
way for students to complete a course within the core or in their program of study in a cross-cultural setting. In addition to
receiving credit for the course offered, all international study trips fulfill the global studies requirement. Admission of auditing
students is at the discretion of the trip leader but is not allowed to exceed the number of for-credit students. Past study trip
locations have included South Africa, Ireland, Netherlands, Dubai, Ecuador, England, and many more. To review the policies and
updated listing of short-term study trip options, visit www.cornerstone.edu/academics/study-abroad/.

SEMESTER PROGRAMS
Cornerstone University partners with many domestic and international programs to offer students a variety of semesterlong opportunities to study off-campus. For Cornerstone University credit to be awarded, the program or experience must
be approved in advanced by the International Programs Committee. The programs listed below have been approved by the
International Programs Committee.

SEMESTER PARTNER PROGRAMS: DOMESTIC
AMERICAN STUDIES PROGRAM (ASP) | asp.bestsemester.com
AU SABLE INSTITUTE OF ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES | www.ausable.org
CHICAGO SEMESTER (CSM) | www.chicagosemester.org
CONTEMPORARY MUSIC CENTER (CMC) | cmc.bestsemester.com
LOS ANGELES FILM STUDIES PROGRAM (LAF) | lafsc.bestsemester.com
NEW YORK CITY JOURNALISM SEMESTER | www.tkc.edu/nyc-semester
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SEMESTER PARTNER PROGRAMS: INTERNATIONAL
AUSTRALIA STUDIES CENTRE (ASC) | asc.bestsemester.com
ECUADOR SEMESTER | livingandlearninginternational.com
EDE CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY (THE NETHERLANDS) | che.nl/en
HANDONG GLOBAL UNIVERSITY (SOUTH KOREA)
INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS INSTITUTE (IBI) | ibi-program.org
JERUSALEM UNIVERSITY COLLEGE (JER) (AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF HOLY LAND STUDIES) | juc.edu
LATIN AMERICAN STUDIES PROGRAM (LAS) | lasp.bestsemester.com
LITHUANIA CHRISTIAN COLLEGE/INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY | www.lcc.lt/study-abroad-lithuania
MIDDLE EAST STUDIES PROGRAM (MEP) | mep.bestsemester.com
OXFORD SUMMER PROGRAMME (OSP) | osp.bestsemester.com
SCHOLAR’S SEMESTER IN OXFORD (SSO) | sso.bestsemester.com
SEMESTER IN NORTHERN IRELAND | bestsemester.com
ROTHBERG INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL (OF THE HEBREW UNIVERSITY OF JERUSALEM) (HUP) | overseas.huji.ac.il/
SEMESTER IN SPAIN (SIS) | semesterinspain.org
UGANDA STUDIES PROGRAM (USP) | www.ugandastudies.com
VERITAS CHRISTIAN STUDY ABROAD (BRAZIL, CZECH REPUBLIC, CHILE, COSTA RICA, ENGLAND, FRANCE, ITALY, PERU,
SOUTH AFRICA, SOUTH KOREA, SPAIN) | www.veritasabroad.com

ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS
All students looking to participate in an off-campus semester program must apply for approval. To be eligible to apply for an offcampus semester program, students must meet the following criteria:
•

2.5 GPA (or higher to meet program-specific minimum GPA)

•

Good standing with Student Development

•

Recommended by references

•

The student must have declared a major or program

•

The student meets all financial aid requirements

•

Students must be able to use the credits from the study abroad program in their academic program prior to degree
completion.

APPLICATION DEADLINE AND SELECTION PROCESS
To study off-campus at one of Cornerstone’s approved semester programs, students must complete two applications: one
for the specific program to which they’re applying and one for Cornerstone University. For details regarding program-specific
applications, students should consult the program’s website. The Cornerstone off-campus programs application is due the Friday
before Cornerstone’s Spring Break the year prior to study. For example, if a student is hoping to study off-campus during the
2019-2020 academic year, s/he must submit the application to the Associate Dean of Assessment and Student Success no later
than the Friday before Cornerstone’s Spring Break in 2019. The application is available to current university students on the CU
Portal or it can be accessed by contacting the Associate Dean of Assessment and Student Success.
All students approved for study abroad by the International Programs Committee will maintain their enrollment at Cornerstone
University during the semester of study. The following factors are taken into consideration when approving students for offcampus study:
•

GPA

•

Year of study/credits earned

•

Student Development conduct history

•

Prior submission of CU off-campus semester application for consideration (student not approved previously; student already
participated in off-campus semester program)

•

Cost of program

•

Proposed semester of study (preference given to fall and spring semester programs; full-time summer programs only
considered after spots have been awarded for fall and spring)
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FINANCIAL AID AND OFF-CAMPUS PROGRAM SCHOLARSHIPS
All students approved to study off-campus for a semester will be able to apply all federal and state aid or loans toward their offcampus study program. All institutional aid from Cornerstone University (e.g. academic scholarships, athletic scholarships, etc.)
does not apply for that semester; however, when students submit their off-campus semester application, they are automatically
considered for off-campus semester study scholarships offered through Cornerstone University.
Scholarship award amounts for each individual student will vary based on the overall number of students applying for studyabroad, the particular program attended, and the amount of aid for which the student is eligible. In addition, the following
factors will be used to determine award amounts: placement of study-abroad within Cornerstone academic program, prior
participation in semester-abroad programs, cost of the program, financial need and overall GPA
The maximum award amount will be determined as follows:
•

Equivalent to up to 100% of institutional financial aid, depending on available funds: All international programs approved by
the International Programs Committee.

•

Equivalent to up to 75% of institutional financial aid, depending on available funds: All domestic programs approved by the
Interational Programs Committee.

OTHER STIPULATIONS AND POLICIES
•

Students attending Cornerstone University under a tuition exchange program from another college cannot carry that benefit
to an off-campus program.

•

Students will pay a technology fee to Cornerstone University in addition to the study-abroad program costs.

•

Payment plans are not available for study-abroad programs. Payment in full is due by May 1 for summer programs, August 1
for fall programs, and January 1 for spring programs.

•

Employee remission may not be used to cover study-abroad programs.

For more information regarding off-campus programs, visit www.cornerstone.edu/academics/study-abroad.
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